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WHAT IS KOSHER?

The word Kosher, which is Hebrew for “fit,” refers 

to the Jewish dietary laws written in the Five 

Books of Moses (the Bible) and expounded upon 

in more detail by later commentaries. This 

complex and detailed set of laws defines the 

foods that are kosher - fit for consumption - for 

Jewish people. 

The laws include the types of food, as well the 

requirements for how, when, and by whom the 

foods are manufactured, prepared, combined, 

and served. Among the most well known of the 

kosher laws are the requirement to separate dairy 

and meat and the prohibition of consumption of 

certain animals and seafood, such as pig or 

shellfish. 

Kosher certification attests that a highly qualified 

person or agency with expertise in the kosher 

laws has supervised the food and/or the 

establishment throughout the entire process of 

the food preparation, from its original state until it 

reaches the consumer, ensuring that all aspects, 

from ingredients to food preparation, strictly 

comply with the kosher laws.

WHAT IS KOSHER 
CERTIFICATION?
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Emirates Agency for Kosher Certification (EAKC), established in 2020, is the first legal entity responsible 

for all types of kosher certification activities in UAE. EAKC performs conformity assessment for foods, 

products, processes and services to ensure compliance with the Jewish dietary laws. The services of 

EAKC are accessible to all applicants (food establishments, hotels, caterers, and manufacturers) who 

wish to produce, serve, and/or sell kosher certified products.

OUR VISION Our vision is to promote kosher 

certification of the highest standards 

while offering our clients the best 

possible experience, and to work in 

partnership with leading international 

certification companies to further 

expand the availability of kosher food 

in the region.

ABOUT US
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OUR MISSION

Our Mission is to promote an awareness 

and understanding of kosher 

requirements and to enable 

manufacturers and food establishments 

(hotels, restaurants, retail establishments, 

and caterers) to obtain kosher 

certification. 

OUR VALUES

01 TRANSPARENCY

02 FOOD SAFETY

03 IMPARTIALITY

04 INTEGRITY

05 ADHERENCE TO JEWISH 
LAW (HALACHA)

06 RELIGIOS TOLERENCE AND 
COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY
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Obtaining kosher certification is a wise 

investment for your company. It will boost your 

market share, not only among kosher consumers, 

but also among the general public. Evidence 

points to the fact that consumers of all 

backgrounds and religions frequently choose 

products with a kosher certification over those 

without, associating the kosher certified items as 

having a higher standard of safety and quality.

BENEFITS OF 
KOSHER CERTIFICATION

As our region increasingly becomes a business 

and tourism destination for kosher consumers 

from around the world, kosher certification is 

particularly valuable.

THE EAKC 
TRADEMARK

The EAKC trademark, or symbol, indicates that 

the product or establishment has undergone the 

rigorous process and is now under the supervision 

of the EAKC.

Usage of this trademark is strictly limited to EAKC 

clients. Unauthorized or misleading use of the 

symbol will result in corrective and possibly legal 

action.



07

OUR PERSONNEL
EAKC was founded by Rabbi Levi Duchman, 

spiritual leader of the Jewish Community Center 

in Dubai and Beit Tefilah synagogue in Abu Dhabi, 

who has served as the only resident rabbi in U.A.E. 

since 2015. In the U.A.E, he established the first 

kosher restaurant, first kosher database, and first 

locally-produced kosher poultry operation.

Raised in New York, Rabbi Duchman received 

extensive training for the rabbinate in the United 

States and England. Developing a fascination with 

Arabic language and cultures, he became fluent in 

Arabic. He is a co-founder and executive member 

of ARIS (the Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic 

Countries). 

Rabbi Duchman has worked closely with the 

world’s leading kosher organizations such as the 

Orthodox Union and OK Kosher Labs. He has 

earned the respect and admiration of both UAE 

residents and visitors and has cultivated close 

working relationships with UAE government 

agencies and officials.

Like Rabbi Duchman, the full-time and part-time Rabbinic Coordinators employed by EAKC are 

ordained rabbis who underwent years of training in the kosher laws along with in-depth study of 

all aspects of Jewish law, including Sabbath observance and other areas relevant to the kosher 

certification process.

Emirates Agency for Kosher Certification (EAKC), established in 2020, is the first legal entity 

responsible for all types of kosher certification activities in UAE. EAKC performs conformity 

assessment for foods, products, processes and services to ensure compliance with the 

Jewish dietary laws. The services of EAKC are accessible to all applicants (food 

establishments, hotels, caterers, and manufacturers) who wish to produce, serve, and/or sell 

kosher certified products.

WHAT CAN BE CERTIFIED BY EAKC?



THE KOSHER 
CERTIFICATION PROCESS

APPLICATION

EVALUATION OF INGREDIENTS

REVIEW

CONSULTATION

QUOTE

INITIAL SURVEILLANCE

Company applies online

Company provides list of 

ingredients

Rabbinic Coordinator (RC) 

reviews ingredients

RC outlines for the company the 

necessary steps to comply with 

kosher certification requirements 

EAKC provides a quote for a 

yearlong kosher certification 

package

RC visits facility to determine 

what would be necessary to 

implement kosher compliance, 

and reviews these action items 

with company

CONTRACT
Once all ingredients and 

production processes have 

been aligned with the 

EAKC requirements, a 

contract is signed, and the 

company is permitted to 

indicate on its packaging 

and/or marketing that it is 

under EAKC supervision

ONGOING SUPERVISION 
EAKC personnel make 

periodic unannounced 

visits to ensure that all 

processes continue to be 

followed


